Is Easter Over?
Not Even Close – Come Experience His Mercy!
The 8th day of Easter, known as
Divine Mercy Sunday,
is also referred to as the Feast of Mercy.
All of the floodgates of God’s Mercy
are opened wide.
We invite you to join us on
Divine Mercy Sunday
April 28, 2019
as we celebrate God‘s mercy with a
luncheon feast at 11:45am
followed by a time of prayer and music
beginning at 12:30 pm
and concluding at 3 pm.

Why is this Divine Mercy Sunday?
“Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever” (Ps 118: 1).
On this 8th day of Easter, we sing out this psalm as if receiving it directly from the lips of
the risen Christ, who bears the great message of divine mercy. Then He entrusts this mercy
to the Apostles in the Upper Room: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even
so I send you.... Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained” (Jn 20: 21-23).

Jesus Pours Himself Out.
Before speaking the above words, Jesus shows his hands and his side. He points to the
wounds of the Passion, especially the wound in his heart, the source from which flows the
great wave of mercy poured out on humanity. Poured out through blood and water as
described by the testimony given by the Evangelist John, who, when a soldier on Calvary
pierced Christ‘s side with his spear, sees blood and water flowing from it (Jn 19: 34).

Why Blood and Water?
Blood recalls the great, selfless sacrifice of the Cross while water represents not only
Baptism but also the gift of the Holy Spirit (Jn 3: 5; 4: 14; 7: 37-39). Christ pours out this
mercy on humanity though the sending of the Spirit who is Love. Is not mercy love‘s
“second name”, understood in its deepest and most tender aspect, in its ability to take
upon itself the burden of any need and, especially, in its immense capacity for forgiveness?

What is Our Obligation?
Christ has taught us that man not only receives and experiences the mercy of God, but is
also called to practice mercy towards others: ”Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
obtain mercy” (Mt 5: 7). He also showed us the many paths of mercy, which not only
forgives sins but reaches out to all human needs. “The community of believers were of one
heart and one mind. None of them ever claimed anything as his own; rather everything
was held in common” (Acts 4: 32). Here mercy gave form to human relations and
community life which led to the spiritual and corporal “works of mercy”.
Here mercy became a concrete way of being “neighbor” to one's neediest
brothers and sisters. “Jesus, we trust in You.”
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday 4:00pm
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Sunday 10:30am

