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Worship Guide—Sunday, December 20, 2020
Processional Hymn
O Come, Divine Messiah
O come, divine Messiah; The world in silence waits the
day When hope shall sing its triumph And sadness flee
away.
O Christ, whom nations sigh for, Whom priest and
prophet long foretold, Come, break the captive’s fetters,
Redeem the long lost fold.
Liturgy of the Word

“How can this be, since I have no relations with a
man?” And the angel said to her in reply,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore the
child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month
for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God. "Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

First Reading: Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16

Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)

Psalm: 89
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heav-

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever;
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your
faithfulness. For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”; in heaven you have confirmed your
faithfulness. R.

en and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to David my servant: Forever will I confirm
your posterity and establish your throne for all generations.” R.

consubstantial with the Father, through him all things

“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
my God, the Rock, my savior.’ Forever I will maintain my
kindness toward him, and my covenant with him stands
firm.” R.
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
The Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was
Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace!
The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at
what was said and pondered what sort of greeting
this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of
David his father, and he will rule over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” But Mary said to the angel,

in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

were made. For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, all bow— and by the Holy Spirit was
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
R. Lord, hear our prayer
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Transfiguration Campaign Prayer
Heavenly Father, the three Apostles walked with
Christ to the top of Mount Tabor, and there they
experienced his glory. Thank you for calling us here
to Transfiguration, where we too encounter Christ
and behold his glory. We humbly ask your blessings
in this time of growth as a parish family, that we may
help as many people as possible to know and love
your Son. Amen.
Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth
are full, are full of your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna,
Hosanna, in the highest. Blessed is he who comes,
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Memorial Acclamation
Save us Savior of the world, for by your Cross and
Resurrection you have set us free.

Communion Hymn
O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God
appear.
Refrain—Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you,
O Israel!
O come, O Wisdom from on high, Who ordered all things
mightily To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us
in her ways to go.

Refrain
O come, O come, great Lord of might Who to your tribes
on Sinai’s height In ancient times did give the law, In
cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Refrain
O come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem, From every foe deliver
them That trust your mighty power to save and give them
victory over the grave.

The Lord’s Prayer

Refrain

Sign of Peace

O come, O key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; Make safe the way that leads on high, And
close the path to misery.

Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart. I embrace you as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.

Refrain
O come, O Day-spring from on high and cheer us by your
drawing nigh; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And
death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Refrain
O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of humankind; Make all our sad divisions cease, And be for us
our King of Peace.
Refrain

Recessional Hymn
Come, O Long-Expected Jesus
Come, O long expected Jesus, Born to set your people
free! From our fears and sins release us, You in whom our
rest shall be.

Parish Activities
Sunday, December 20

9:00 a.m.

Elementary Faith Formation (Blue & Tan Bldgs)

Monday, December 21

6:30 p.m.

Cursillo Grouping (Small Classroom—PLC)

Tuesday, December 22

5:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Cursillo Grouping (Small Classroom—PLC)
R.C.I.A. (Large Classroom—PLC)

Wednesday, December 23
Thursday, December 24
Friday, December 25

Saturday, December 26
Sunday, December 27

Elementary Faith Formation & Youth Group on Christmas Break

Christmas Mass Services
Christmas Eve—Vigil Mass
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.—In Church & Live Stream

Christmas Day
9:00 a.m.—St. Theresa’s in Winnsboro
11:00 a.m.—In Church & Live Stream
Toiletries for Homeless in Columbia
Please consider donating travel/hotel size toiletries
to our ongoing need for our Blessing
Bags to support the homeless. This is
a monthly outreach project. A bin has
been placed in the PLC for your donations. Most needed items include: deodorant, foot
powder, body lotion, small packs of wipes, chap
stick, shaving cream, and razors. Any other items
such as small snacks are always welcome too!
Contact Stephanie Menges with any questions—
pmmenges@att.net
God Bless & Thank you!

AP Capstone Diploma Program
Cardinal Newman is the only
private school in the Midlands, and
one of only approximately 2,000
schools nationwide, to implement
the AP Capstone Diploma
Program. An innovative program that allows students to develop the skills that matter most for
college success, such as research, collaboration,
and communication. The program will launch in
the fall of 2021. To learn about this exciting new
program and why so many Midlands’ families call
Cardinal Newman home, contact Director of
Admissions Michelle Holbrook,
mholbroook@cnhs.org. We're enrolling now!

Transfiguration Catholic Church
Corner of Wilson Blvd & North Pines Road
9720 Wilson Blvd, Blythewood, SC 29016
www.TransfigurationSC.org
Office (803) 735-0512
Office@TransfigurationSC.org

December 17, 2020

Dear Parish Family,
Coronavirus Time has been a hard few months for all of us. And yet, I feel an amazing sense of
joy and hope. Some may ask, “Father, how is that possible? How can you feel joy when people
are dying, businesses are closing, the finances of our parish are unstable?” But I am joyful.
While I mourn the losses we have had, and I hurt for those who are hurting financially, I am also
joyful, because I have seen some incredibly good, faithful acts coming from so many.
At the beginning of this pandemic, we committed to do whatever had to be done to keep our
outreach and ministry alive and fully staffed at Transfiguration, knowing it was what Jesus is
calling us to do. We made the commitment knowing that our parishioners are who make this
parish strong, and they need us now more than ever.
Since this pandemic started, I have witnessed love, sacrifice, and care of others that proves our
parishioners are followers of Jesus Christ. Volunteers are praying for one another and reaching
out to those who may be isolated or afraid. Families are praying together at home and attending
our online Masses. Our youth and faith formation are connecting. We have kept our parish office
accessible the entire time. Questions have been answered, staff have prayed with parishioners in
need, and sometimes, just spent a bit of time in conversation.
I hope that you know that you have something special here. You have a family of believers who
will pray for you, cheer for you, and lift you up when you are down. You are not alone. Our
parish families are in this together, and we have Jesus Christ lighting the way and the Holy Spirit
to guide us. Thank you for making all of this possible. You have been heroes for all who minister
here with your faithful support throughout this very difficult time.
Right now, we are behind in our Offertory contributions, down by about $55,000 for the calendar
year. There is no doubt we have some big hurdles to overcome, but we are looking forward with
hope to brighter days. Because of your past support, I know that you will help if you can with a
one-time gift or a commitment over the next few months to help alleviate this shortfall. My
prayers remain with you, and I am striving to serve you to the best of my ability and to give
where I can. I ask you to remember to do the same - pray, serve and give, even in times of
difficulty.
In Christ,

Rev. Msgr. James L. LeBlanc
Pastor

Holiday Gift Idea!
Dear Parishioners,
As you can see below, we are about $55,000 behind in our donations this calendar year of 2020, which
includes the nine months of Coronavirus Time. Please consider an additional gift to the Parish this
Christmas season! You may get some tax savings by donating prior to the end of December 2020.

You may have noticed that our Online Giving is way up. Many families who are not yet ready to return to Mass physically are using
Online Giving to keep up their support to our parish.
Online Giving makes use of current technology and security
standards and allows you to easily setup recurring contributions.
Online Giving Member Benefits
• Secure and confidential. No need to share payment information with the church office.

• Efficient. Set up direct withdrawals from your checking, savings account or use your credit card.
• Simple. Start, stop and change your contributions at any time.
• Convenient. No need to write a check or have cash available.
Online Giving is intended to be a convenient tool for you to use, and we strongly support both Online Giving and
Offering Envelopes for contributions to the church. Online Giving is the electronic way to participate in weekly
offertory.
Start Giving Online today!
1. Visit our Online Giving page at https://www.osvhub.com/transfiguration-catholic-church/funds

2. Create an account.
3. Schedule your recurring gifts.
Save a Stamp! Please prayerfully consider Giving Online. If you have any questions, contact the church office.

U.S. Mail
While Online Giving is the most convenient way to give, you can certainly do it the old fashioned way. Physically mail your contributions to 9720 Wilson Blvd, Blythewood, SC 29016.
As long as your check dated 12/31/2020 is received by January 8th, it will appear on your
2020 contribution statement for your 2020 income tax purposes.

Want to get more out of the Bible as a Catholic,
but don’t know where to start?
We're giving Catholics simple and practical tools to
break open the Bible and hear God's unique message, just
for them.

January 8-10, 2021

Reading the Bible can seem like daunting task for many
Catholic. But with just a few simple insights and skills you
can discover the exciting truth that this Word is alive, and
you'll never look at Scripture the same way again.

Why attend this virtual conference?
•

Discover God speaking directly to you in the Bible.

•

Learn the simple steps to making Scripture reading a transformative prayer.

•

Re-ignite your passion for spending time with God's Word.

•

Gain practical insights that you can immediately apply to increase your intimacy
with the Bible.

•

Fall in love with a God who desires to be fully known by you in His Word.

REGISTER FOR FREE!

Kitchen Move In!
We Need Your Help!
The time has come to move
in to our new kitchen and
we need help! Please come
Saturday, January 2nd at
9:00 a.m. to assistant Danni

Sherman with the move in.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

Please let Danni know if
you can help! (803) 315-1344

Christ gave us a great gift of Himself on
Christmas. He calls us to give of ourselves to everyone, especially our
spouse. Attend a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend and learn how to be the best
gift you can be for your spouse. Sign up today to
attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekends on Jan 29-31, 2021 in North
Myrtle Beach, SC and Apr 15-May 6, 2021 in VIRTUAL 3RE, SC. Early sign up is recommended. For
more information visit our website at: https://
SCMarriageMatters.org or contact us at applications@scmarriagematters.org or (803) 810-9602

The Church Office will be closed
Thursday and Friday, December 24th
and 25th for Christmas.
We wish you a safe and blessed
holiday. Merry Christmas!

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020

Blessing of a Christmas Tree
Christmas is almost here! Have you
blessed your Christmas tree yet?
According to custom, the Christmas
tree is set up just before Christmas and
may remain in place until the Solemnity
xof Epiphany. The lights of the tree are
illuminated after the prayer of blessing.
In the home the Christmas tree may be
blessed by a parent or another family
member, in connection with the evening
meal on the Vigil of Christmas or at
another suitable time on Christmas Day.
When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung.
The leader makes the sign of the cross, and all
reply “Amen.”
The leader may greet those present in the
following words:
Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings
salvation and peace into our midst, now
and forever.
R/. Amen.
In the following or similar words, the leader
prepares those present for the blessing:
My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and
wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea: his birth brings joy to our hearts
and enlightenment to our minds. With this
tree, decorated and adorned, may we welcome
Christ among us; may its lights guide us to the
perfect light.

Catholic
Current

One of those present or the leader reads a
text of sacred Scripture, for example, Titus 3:4
(lines 4-7) or Ezekiel 17:22 (lines 22-24 4;
I will plant a tender shoot on the mountain
heights of Israel.)
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.
The intercessions are then said. The leader says:
Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us
and upon this
sign of our faith in the Lord.
R/. Lord, give light to our hearts.
That this tree of lights may remind us of the
tree of glory on
which Christ accomplished our salvation, let
us pray to the
Lord. R/.
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

That the joy of Christmas may always be in
our homes, let

be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts.

us pray to the Lord. R/.

come to the knowledge and joy of salvation.

That the peace of Christ may dwell in our
hearts and in the

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

world, let us pray to the Lord. R/.
After the intercessions the leader invites all
present to say the Lord’s Prayer.
The leader says the prayer with hands joined:
Lord our God,

May all who delight in this tree

R/. Amen.
The lights of the tree are then illuminated.
The leader concludes the rite by signing
himself or herself with the sign of the cross
and saying:

we praise you for the light of creation:

May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace
and joy, now

the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.

and forever.

We praise you for the light of Israel:

R/. Amen.

the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the
Scriptures.
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:

The blessing concludes with a verse from
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:

he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of
Peace,

O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer

who fills us with the wonder of your love.

disperse the gloomy clouds of night

Lord God,

and death’s dark shadow put to flight.

let your blessing come upon us

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

as we illumine this tree.

shall come to thee, O Israel.

May the light and cheer it gives

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

Catholic
Current

our spirits by thine advent here;
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Worship, Intentions & Prayers
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 20
Mass
Mass (Live Streamed)

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Intentions of the Parish
Terry Fleming+

by the Knights of Columbus

Monday, December 21—Saint Peter Canisius
6:00 p.m.

Daily Mass

Alchermes Family Members+

by the Alchermes Family

Leonard Schroth+

by the Sipowicz Family

Tuesday, December 22
5:00 p.m.

Reconciliation

6:00 p.m.

Daily Mass

Wednesday, December 23—Saint John of Kanty
6:00 p.m.

Susan Perkins+

Daily Mass

by Katherine Wollpert

Thursday, December 24—Vigil of The Nativity of the Lord
4:00 p.m.

John Heiting+

Mass

6:00 p.m.

Mass

Randy Roush

+

by Joy Kent
by the Knights of Columbus

Friday, December 25—The Nativity of the Lord
9:00 a.m.

Mass—St. Theresa’s
Sam Robison+

11:00 a.m. Mass

by Joan Robison

Saturday, December 26
3:00 p.m.

Reconciliation

4:00 p.m.

Vigil Mass (Live Streamed) Carol Ondracek+

6:00 p.m.

Vigil Mass-St. Theresa’s

by Joe Ondracek & the Gatzke Family

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Ps 105:1-9; Heb 11:8-19; Lk 2:22-40
Sunday, December 27
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Mass
Mass (Live streamed)

Intentions of the Parish
Tom Alexander+

by the Wallick Family

Please Pray for the Healing & Safety of Our Loved Ones
Prayer Line Ministry—Jessica Sisco Moore - 477-6255 or jesskah.moore@gmail.com
Prayer for Service &
Safety
Lord, we thank You for
those who serve daily
whether here or abroad
and ask that You protect
them from harm, give
them courage to persevere, and bring them
home safely.
Amen

For the healing of…Bill Campbell, Mary Causey,
Fay Elkins, Aida Fajardo, Russ Foss, Sherry Haggerty,
Zachary Komen, Michelle Laibly, Rich LaVecchia,
Michaele Lemrow, Robert Leonard, Boyd Marivittori,
Kenny Martin, Ava Claire Mates, Patrick McLeod,
George Mori, Sherri Nichols, Linda Roush, Joseph
Scott, Phyllis Shade, Bruce Shealy, Mary Ann Straka,
Deborah Thomas, and Kimberly Wagner.

For the safety of….Brian Dodds, Robert Furgal,
Will Smarr, all first responders, law enforcement, missionaries, military personnel and their
families serving at home and in hazardous locations around the world.

